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religious life, for self-examination and prayer. There are at present in Germany men of all classes whose activity has caused the disappearance of the religious instinct. They are so engrossed with business, pleasures, country, newspapers, and family duties, that they have no time for religion, though they are not enemies of religious customs, if the State demands that they should participate in them.
II. Advantages of Eeligion.
The philosopher who has the greatest responsibility for the development of humanity, will also make use of religion for his work of discipline and education. The influences of religion are various according to the different kinds of men on whom they act. Eor those predestined to command, religion is another means for surmounting resistance; it is a bond which unites sovereigns and subjects. Eeligion also serves as a discipline for the aspiring class of subjects. Asceticism and Puritanism are almost indispensable means of ennobling men of plebeian origin. Finally, to ordinary men, those who have to serve and be useful, and who have the right to exist only on these conditions, religion provides an inestimable contentment, and embellishes, beautifies, and justifies their daily life; it acts as the Epicurean Philosophy acts generally on the sufferer of a higher order, fortifying, refining, utilising, and even in the end sanctifying his ills.
III. Disadvantages of Eeligion.
The two greatest religions by maintaining the cause of the -unsuccessful and the suffering, are among the principal causes which have 'kept the type man on an inferior level. They have preserved too many things which should have perished. If an Epicurean god had regarded the part played by European Christianity for eighteen centuries, he would have wondered at its dominating aim: to make man a
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